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Building an Air Force has

Master plan to
build the huge

base was set in
motion in 1954

doing a master
plan for the Minot Air Force Base
in the 1960s.

The way Von Niederhausen tells
it, the base commander at the time
was set on the idea of putting the
base jail along the flight line.

“Well, the noise would be just
excruciating for any prisoners and
for any one who works there,” he
laughed during a phone interview.
Von Niederhausen, from Wilson

and Co. Engineering in Selina,

Kan., said he siressed to the com-
mander that placing the jail near
the flight line would be inhumane,
that those who were detained and
those who worked there would have

to wear ear plugs. .
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~has a Tunny

‘m story  about

doing a master

plan for the Minot Air Force Base
in the 1960s.

The way Von Niederhausen tells
it, the base commander at the time
was set on the idea of putting the
base jail along the flight line.

“Well, the noise would be just
excruciating for any prisoners and
for any one who works there,” he
laughed during a phone interview.

Von Niederhausen, from Wilson
and Co. Engineering in Selina,
Kan., said he siressed to the com-
mander that placing the jail near
the flight line would be inhumane,
that those who were detained and
those who worked there would have
to wear ear plugs. :

“l told him that I nnderstand
that he may want to punish people,
but that he was going a little too far
and that it was not a solution,” he
said. '

The debate persisted for a while,
but the commander eventually
agreed that the jail was better off in
a more central location, away from
the flight line, Von Niederhausen
said. A

From there, Von Niederhausen’s
project to design a master plan for
Minot AFB project moved on.

Continued on Page 12
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ted Minot Air Force Base in March of 1957.

The B-52 Stratofortress
has been part of Minot
Air Force Base’s mission
since 1961.

STORIES BY BAIRD HELGESON
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for Mlnoi AFB

ou could
-, that Minot crvrcv
. boosters greased

' the skids a little
- by kicking the

“sgovernment

build a base in Minot. i
Minot civic. boooters, .bent - on

ment “very. gratefully: act:epted g

-according to:a- 1987 report« in. the L stch F
S {51 (%4&' happen, i 1t ‘wouldn't be

.‘

* Minot Dally News.
However, there is no  mention of
‘the $50,000 donation as being *
influential in the Air Force’s deci-
_sion to bring the base to Minot.
" The official view is that Minot was
. chosen for strategic reasons.

What is known, said Staff Sgt.':‘

‘Keith Strom; is-that about 288 local
‘Vacres of 1111

businesses and people chipped in to .

‘raise the $50,000 that-was forked:;:..",,
" land own

over to the government in 1955.

“We don't know who was con-
tacted for pledges,” Strom said.
“But what we do know is that not
all of the people who said they
would pledge did.” ‘

Strom is the base historian at
Minot Air Force Base. ,

Minot was not the only city in

. ".' ‘or $40 0
. some cash 6 woo. the Air Force to.

- Director
was thc J;u
brmgmg a base to Mmot,l gave a .
$50,000 donation to - the- govern- Py
‘ment — a. donation’ the govern-

~ ties occupy:

 theareato " ip the govemment a ht—~ )

&

“The rand Forks Chamber of
Commercé raised ‘about’ $30,000
4that it doniated tothe .

“City ™

‘governme . Finance -

eplor .Airman - Davxd
s, however, said- he, has no

somcthmg ‘that we ‘would - keep
records of; ' Williams said. “Theyd - -
probably kea[:p it pretty hush, hush.”
The 1?87 Daily News report

' purchase about 1 500
for Minot’s base.’

‘Tere -about” 27 dlﬁ‘efent
ers who sold their land for
the base,” Strom said. “Some had
very small -parcels, while others gave
up quite a b.lt of land.”

Strom sard the main base is about
5,500 acres.: - The 150 Minuteman
missile complexes and launch facili-
nearly 20, OOO more

““There

acres.. | i
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tle cash i in, n eﬂ'ort to lure a base its
. way. 3 ‘ ’

Tk hnl Schmrsck said.’ By (38 |

"Orks.’Arr Force Base hns- f

the base; used ‘the

" Berthold is located just 25 miles west of Minot and was setded:
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Continued from Page 10

Minot’s base — along with sever-
al other bases on the country’s
northern border, including Grand
Forks AFB — was approved by the
government in 1954 and built in
response to the development of
-atomic weapons by the Soviet
Union at the time, said Staff Sgt.

Keith Strom, Mino,tc AF_B’s histori- . -

an.

Minot began as an Air Defense
Command radar base, Strom said.
The radar posts continually
watched for surprise attacks from
long-range Soviet bombers poten-
tially armed with atomic weapons.

On March 4, 1957, airmen

moved onto the completed base and -

began to prepare it for its defense
missions, Strom said.

By 1960 the base was home to 18
F-106 Delta Darts, a jet fighter that

could intercept enemy alrcraft and'

shoot them down.

Wilson and Co. picked up the

planning job for the base in ‘the

mid-1960s, Von Niederhausen said. -

Along with promoting the base’s

mission of being able to protect our -

country durmg a surprise attack,

the planners™also were - trying .to -

make the base fit in peacefully with
the -Minet community,
Niederhausen said.

" “One of the main considerations
was noise,” he said. “We planted

shelter belts and shrubs near the

- golf

“*Von -

- golf course,” he said. “So we tried to
find a place where land was avail-
able. One of the major issues that- -

we faced was trying to make the
base as livable as possible for the air-
mien.”

A result of their efforts is the base o
Von "

Niederhausen described as one of .

which

course,

the most awkwardly located and

‘ oddly designed golf courses he's ever

seen.
“It’s sort of a strange mixture of

several left-over pieces of land that‘f‘”"._i
we tnade into a, golf coursc,”,. he i

sald.. :

Chcmgmg plans o

~ Soon after the base’s opening, the - ;;j
-emphasis of the base switched from
primarily being a jet fighter base, to ..
being a bomber base, Strom said;
“Our runway was then extended to
- be able to land B-52 bombers.” . - -
. Plans for the base changed again .
“in 1957 when the Soviets launched .-
 the Sputnik satellite and the race for .

space began, Strom said.
With the new emphasis on the

'space race, the U.S. put heavy
'emphasm on missile technology
-over bomber bases because while .
. intefcepting jets could knock down
- Soviet bombers, jets had no chance

against missiles. :
“There was a clear change in the

Air: Force, Strom said. “Minot Air

Force Base was on the leading edge
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moved onto the completed base and
began to prepare it for its defense

missions, Strom said.
By 1960 the base was home to 18
F-106 Delta Darts, a jet fighter that

could intercept enemy alrcraft and' '

shoot them down.

Wilson and Co. plcked up the '

planning job- for the base in ‘the

mid-1960s, Von Niederhausen said. -

Along with promoting the base’s

mission of being able to protect our -

country- durmg a surprise attack,

~ the planners ‘also were - trying ‘to

make ‘the base fit in peacefully with
the Minet community,
Niederhausen said.

" “One of the main considerations
was noise,” he said. “We planted
shelter belts and shrubs near the
base to reduce noise from the jets.”

Part of that job, and one that.

they found difficult when it was 30

below, was to inventory all existing -

trees and shrubs on the base and fig-

ure out if they should be removed o
~Von ..

moved " or. left - in
Niederhausen said..

‘tact,

" He added that mostly youngr

trees and shrubs were used to buffer

the noise and that with 40 years of

growth, the shelter belts should
now be most effective.

Von' ‘Niederhausen said: several
peculiarities made the Minot AFB
project fun and memorable.

“The base officials wcre very

clear Lhat they wanted an. 18 holeﬂ.

R P

Von :

~ Soon after the base’s opening, the . :
emphasis of the base switched from
primarily being a jet fighter base, to -
bemg a bomber base, Strom said.
“Our runway was then extended to

- be able to land B-52 bombers.” . "~
. Plans for the base changed again "~
“in 1957 when the Soviets launched .

 the Sputnik satellite and the race for

space began, Strom said.
With the new emphasis on the

“space race, the U.S. put heavy

emphasis -on missile technology

-over bomber bases because while .
intetcepting jets could knock down
- Soviet bombers, jets had no chance

against missiles. :
“There was a clear change in the

Air-Force,” Strom said. “Minot Air

Force Base was on the leading edge

“of those changes.”

Whlle Wilson and Co. officials

- had'done master plans for 18 other

bases, Minot AFB was their largest
project, Von Niederhausen said.

In 1958 the Air Force temporari-
Ay added high-altitude survedlance

to the base’s resume.
The Air Force assigned one U-2
surveillance * aircraft.. to Mmgt,

Strom said. The U-2 was capable of

flying at 70,000 feet and collectmg

data at those elevations.

From September 1958 vthrough

May 1960, the surveillance plane
'gathered samples of radioactive
“debris from U.S. nuclear tests in

Nevada and from Soviet bomb tests.
‘ Coummed on: Page 13

Minot Air Force Base’s 150 Mlnu!eman missiles are rarely seen because they rest in
80-foot deep silos covered with huge concrete hatches. The missiles are spread ov
er eight counties. The above photograph was taken when the first of the missiles,
enclosed ina transporf erector veh:cle, was ¢ eased into its complete silo.
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Continued from Page 12 RPN
In 1961 the first B-52Hs, called

“Peace Persuaders,” and the most
sophisticated bombers, found their
way to Minot AFB, Strom said.

“At this point, the base’s mission
grew is size and scope,” Strom said.

Col. Harold Radetsky, comman-
der of the Minot’s 525th Bomb
Squadron, said at the time that the
B-52 was the “most devastating -
offensive weapon in our country’s -
arsenal.” - L

Strom said that still may.be true ]
today. There are 32 B-52s still sta-

tioned at-Minot AFB. "« ' ‘
Then in 1961, with its new focus~ |*
on missile technology, the Air Force . | -
decided to give Minot a new missile . |
wing. Soon, construction of silos . | ‘
for 150 Minuteman missiles began.
Strom said- Air ' Force- officials
thought Minot would be a‘good
location for the missiles because of -
it’s central location in the country, -
giving missile launchers a little .

A sy ST

ey ———
e R

Continued on Page 14 deactivated and the 18 h

'Four Minot Locations:

Feople Pleasers.|

W APGIVI T s iyt s e | (Lamn e

- ity

 The first of two F-15 Eagle fighters leaves Mnot Air Force Base on Jan. 7, 1988. The 5th Fighter Inierceptor-k_Squac’lmn was
hter planes were transferred fo Ofis National Guard Air Base.in Massachusefts. -, * -

““““

R AT
L S P SRR
sl aadmedty igiad 7

£ vl‘ e faty
vt 11 PRSI 3 et T e
[ 8

S e ST E L T R

A sy sy iRt 10

R

e - B e g v " e N mewea Ammbees

R %7 . TATHES 0 e e L Feaatl

- -

F A

i L I "I LY

Jim Ryan’s All-New Expanded
Service Area Makes Your Life Easier

&
&
&

ity



miore timé to respond in the event
‘ofa nuclear stnke in the country. -

14 'T"‘T"' ““
_4_ | =y { 1‘ l "‘
Continued ﬁom Page 13 design‘ a base that could handle

. bombers, refuelers, missiles  and
ﬁghtcrs _
North' Dakota’s extremely . cold

wr*’f“‘fﬂ

MlSSllemgdos bu'lt : .- "‘ ,_ j_ L a.nd dl'}' wcather was a ShOCk tp .

planners, Beebe said. :
“We ‘all ‘had cars without plug-
ms, ’ he said. “At one point, there

Construcuon of the mlssxle silos ©
began iniJanuary | 962, with 4,500
Boeing ' workers éngging into the
frozen gmund Strom: said..The 15"
launch~ congrol facilities “and - 150. _‘and only one car that would start.
missiles were ' in"place .:ancl oper - i .We had one of the airman shuttle us
tional Feb. 26, 1963 RGOS etween downtown and the base. It

Strom said the plan was to. spacc :__‘- was qmte an experience.”
the missiles far enough-apart so that = )VO“’ Nledethausen sald all the 3
even a large nuclear” attack could - 5
not destroy all' the miséiles. This . their time trying to:find ways to
would. give the mlssxle ,operators a ., beat the weather. ¥ g
chance to fire back. - T

The key to- keepmg ‘the base |
capable of completmg its mission is
good - base - planmng, Von
Niederhausen saud

“We were in charge of developmg r rcally had no 1dm how cold it, could
a master plan,” said Jack" Beebe,j—l'.,;,,gen iE
who was also a planner with Wilson. g
and Co. while the_base plan’ was . DOW take prlde in thelr ability to :
being developcd We werc to ;

‘trical - engineers ‘were - all working .
together to " try and overcome the

“and will always play a major role in
- the community, the state and he

were about 36 of us up at the base, 1
1960s .says the role of the base is:

. engineers. ‘were spengnqg a’lot of < tant part \of the formation of the
““The physncal chemlcal and elec-: -

‘weather challenges we' faced when\lm pare ’for an eventuahty that they -
“building the base,” he said. “We ¥’

Whtle neadmess is the ultimate nmc mE
: f-f.mnssnon of Minot AFB.and its. air-
Strom sald people on the base g jman, for Von Nledcrhausen, it was
- also important to be respectful of its -

';nengthts and be 2 comfortable-

96

place for airmen and their families.

“It's amazing all the things that
.+ needed consuietatlon, - Von
. Niederhausen sald ‘who spent sever-
- al,; month-long visits when develop-
ng’ the: base’s ‘master plan. “The
?':._'problems made “the: Minot project
. speciali The cold and the severe cli-
* fnate made‘ ita ch:{llcnge. o

climate. He cited the base motto:
“Only the best come north.”

A major role R
Strom said the base has played

defense of‘the nation. -
~ A Minot AFB statement from the-:

“To deter and resist physical aggres-  ‘Big presentations’
'sion by other governments that- . Von Niederhausen also said that
would stize control of our planet.” . :"-thc Mmot AFB project came about
:~And. that “airmen are a most'impor- 7 dufing,’ the "heyday of mnhtary
_ spendmg ROFa
shield | protecting and defendmg the -

Bases were ‘a fun type “of pro-

10.5" million 'square miles of the\ : gram,, he said. “They were mas-
North American continent on a 24: :::sive; detailed plans. There were big

~hour, seven-day-a-week basis, never. presentatnons ‘and lots of people
lettmg up for a moment as they pre- - " involved, ﬂymg out :there and
-thinking about how we could make

3t %y orhe: base better. It was .2 good

Sald Von Nlederhausen “We
' mdlcated what needed to be built to
. support the base’s mission. And lt
-+ was our job to support it’s mission.”




