DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE SAFETY CENTER

HQ AFSC/JAR 10 April 2001
9700 G Avenue SE, Suite 236B
Kirtland AFB NM 87117-5670

Mr. James Klotz

Dear Mr. Klotz

In further reply to your 29 March 2001 Freedom of Information Act request, attached are
the releasable portions of the 4 October 1968 B-52H aircraft mishap report.

Federal regulation provides that the cost of search and reproduction be assessed to the
requester. The cost in this instance has been waived.

I hope this information is helpful.

Sincerely

Freedom of Information
Act Manager
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B-52H Aircraft Mishap Report, 4 Oct 68
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HISTORY OF FLIGHT

B-52H, Serial Number 60-027, Call Sign Fog 32, assigned to the 5th
Bombardment Wing, Minot AFB, North Dakota, was scheduled to depart
Minot AFB at 1950 CDT, 3 October 1968, on a Combat Crew Training
Mission, Flight planning was accomplished on 30 September 1968, The
planned route was: radar departure to Dickinson VOR, navigation leg to
refueling, gunnery fire-out, low level navigation work and return to
Minot for transition. Planned time was 9 hours 10 minutes.

On 3 October 1968, the crew arrived at the 23rd Bomb Squadron approxi-
mately three hours prior to takeoff time. Adequate time had been allowed .
for crew rest JAW AFR 60-7. The mission was changed to an Instrument
Training Mission due to the scheduled navigator being DNIF. No other
navigator was available because of crew rest limitations. Approval was
obtained to fly the mission with one navigator (RN). Weather and flight

plan requirements were accomplished and the crew arrived at the air-

craft 1 hour 30 minutes prior to takeoff, Checklist was completed to
include a practice alert start and takeoff was accomplished on time,

Lt Colonel Poole, the instructor pilot, was in the left seat with Lt
Hortter, student co-pilot, in the right seat. The flight proceeded along
the planned departure route, thence to air refueling. At the start descent
point, the crew found they were at the wrong Air Refueling Control Point.
This was corrected and they practiced refueling with GLUT 52 until

2153 CDT. Scheduled onload of 10, 000 pounds was accomplished. From
refueling they went directly to the gunnery range. A malfunction

(ijammed gun) occurred and the firing was terminated. The gunner
reported a fire-out of approximately six hundred rounds. The crew
secured a change in flight plan and proceeded to Red River VOR. A

50NM radius clearance was obtained from Minneapolis Center. For the
rext 3 hours 32 minutes the crew porformed instrument training,
including penetrations, ILS approaches and a GCA at Grand Forks,

They departed Grand Forks for Minot at 0227 CDT. The Radar Navigzator
performed a camera attack (bomb-run) on Deviis Lake enroute. Hand off
from Minneapolis Center to Great Falls Center was accomplished at

0235 CDT. The pilot secured a 50NM radius clearance of Deering VOF.
Local training was conducted until 0347 CDT at which time Fog 32 entered
the Decring holding pattern, Clearance for penetration was received from
Minot RAPCON and start of penetration was reported at 0400:25 CD'T.

The last radio contact with the aircraft was at 0401:54 CDT. Although

no additional conversation transpired, RAPCON monitored the approach
which appeared normal. The aircraft completed the penetration turn and
appeared to make two heading changes requested by RAPCON. These
changes were not orally acknowledged. The aircraft disappeared from
the RAPCON scope and crashed 14NM ESE from Minot AFB at 0407
hours. At no time did Fog 32 indicate any aircraft difficulty or emergency.



WRECKAGE SCENE

The aircraft impacted the ground in a wings level condition with a counter-
clockwise turning moment and essentially no forward motion. The impact
point was 14NM ESE of Minot Air Force Base, 1635 feet left of runway
center line extension inbound. The wreckage was distributed in an area
approximately 500 feet in diameter. The great majority of the aircraft
remained intact and burned, with only portions, mostly small, separating
into the immediate area. The entire tail section was separated at impact
but remained in essentially the correct position relative to the fuselage.
Those items found outside this area are the external tanks, which departed
the aircraft just prior to impact, and the ejection seats and other
hardware associated with ejection.
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TRANSCRIPTION OF RECORDED CONVERSATION OBTAINED FROM THE
R3 RADIO/INTERPHONE POSITION

0736

FOG 32 Great Falls FOG Three Two flight level two four zero

GTF ARTCC FOG Three Two Great Falls Center roger two four zero
squawk ident

GTF ARTCC FOG Three Two radar contact one two zero miles east of
Minot

0737

MIB RAPCON Minot Approach

“GTF ARTCC  This is Great Falls I have an inbound
“MIB RAPCON Go ahead

GTF ARTCC FOG Three Two B Fifty Two Slant Bravo estimated Minot. ..
zero seven five four and what is their active runway

MIB RAPCON Two nine

ZGT ARTCC Just a second I want to check with him here

ZGT ARTCC FOG Three Two what type of approach are you requesting
at Minot active runway is two niner

FOG 32 Great Falls Center FOG Three Two will have to remain
at altitude for juat & minute we would like to remain flight
level two two zero to two four zero for a little instrument
work for about thirty five minutes

' 'GTF ARTCGC  Roger

GTF ARTCC Minot

MIB RAPCON Yes

GTF ARTCC He wants to do some in§trument work for two two to two
four zero for about thirfy five minutes but he might want
to come in any time make an approach so in that event
I will give you a radar handoff on him wherever he is at
and I will keep you advised when he wants to come in JS

MIB RAPCON OK DP

0738
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MIB RAPCON
GTF ARTCC

MIB RAPCON

GTF ARTCC
MIB RAPCON

ZGT ARTCC
. 'MIB RAPCON

" ZGT ARTCC
' MIB RAPCON
. ZGT ARTCC

i

. MIB RAPCON

J e

" FoG 32

% ZGT ARTCC

FOG 32

.. ZGT ARTCC

Great Falls Minot

Yes

About this FOG Three Two you sa d about a radar
handoff are you aware that our radar is out for PMI

No I sure was not
We informed sector three

No nothing marked here on it at all how long will it be
out

It will probably be out be out until zero nine hundred
zulu it went out at zero seven hundred zulu

Seven and nine hundred huh
Right
QK JS

DpP

FOG Three Two Great Falls Center what type of approach
are you going to be requesting

Roger we are going to be delaying for about an hour then
we will shoot 2 VOR penetration

FOG Three Two roger FOG Three Two is cleared to fly
all radials of the Minot TACAN within a five zero nautical
mile radius until zero eight zero zero correction will
make that zero eight three zero maintain block altitude
flight level two two zero to flight level two four zero over

Roger understand cleared to fly fifty nautical mile radials
or (fifty nautical mile radails)* of the Deering VOR and
expect clearance at zero two three zero a¥d block
altitude two two zero to two four zero

FFOG Three Two that is correct and your expected approach
time will be zero eight three zero and advise if you wish to
extend over




FOG 32
ZGT ARTCC

0749

0759

FOG 32
ZGT ARTCC
FOG 32

ZGT ARTCC

0800

0821
FOG 32
ZGT ARTCC

FOG 32
ZGR ARTCC

" FOG 32

0822

P I

;0826
‘MIB RAPCON
ZGT ARTCC

MIB RAPCON

Roger understand I am sorry it was zero eight three zero

Roger

Great Falls Center FOG Three Two we swung the VOR
approximately a minute ago we will be using up our
clearance fifty nautical miles

FOG Three Two say again please

Roger we swung the VOR and (unintellibible} from two two
zero to two four zero

Roger

- e me e e e e °eeeame e emen e . --- ==

Great Falls Center FOG Three Two
FOG Three Two go ahead

Roger we would like to extend penetration time to zero
nine zero zero zulu

Roger expect an approach clearance zero niner zero
zero over

Three Two roger

R T T T T i T T T T P

Great Falls Center Minot
Center

Yes what happened to my FOG Thirty Two




ZGT ARTCC

MIB RAPCON

ZGT ARTCC

MIB RAPCON
ZGT ARTCC

0827

0841
FOG 32
ZGT ARTCC

FOG 32
ZGT ARTCC
roc. 32
ZGT ARTCC
FOG 32

0842

LFOG 32

ZGT ARTCC
0843

ZGT ARTCC
MIB RAPCON

ZGT ARTCC

He is delaying overhead there until zero niner zero zero
Just so we can have our radar

Yeah he I do not know he wants to make a VOR Deering
VOR so I will give you a handoff or if your radar is in if

it is not why I will just keep you advised and turn him over
to you

OK fine thank you

Js

----------------------------------------

Great Falls Center FOG Three Two
FOG Three Two go ahead

Roger FOG Three Two requesting flight level two zero
zero rest Mkbldmg time over

FOG Three Two descend and maintain flight level two
zero zero and say again the rest of your transmission

Ah Rog and we are still requesting penetration at on the
hour

Roger maintain flight level two zero zero and squawk
zero four gero zero over

Roger Three Twa,

Great Falls FOG Three Two leaving flight level two thiee
zero for two zero zero

FOG Three Two roger

Minot Approach Great Falls
Go ahead
(May 1 inform)* Three Two now descending to twenty

thousand proceeding northbound to the Deering VOR I
will give you a handoff on him now




MIB RAPCON

ZGT ARTCC

MIB RAPCON
ZGT ARTCC
MIB RAPCON
0844

0845

0846

ZGT ARTCC

FOG 32

FOG 32

ZGT ARTCC

FOG 32
0847

0848

0849

0850

'MIB RAPCON
ZGT ARTCC
MIB RAPCON
ZGT ARTCC
MIB RAPCON

0851

Qur radar is not up yet

It is not up yet OK I will wait until he gets ready to make
an approach and I will terminate him be your control on
contact JS

OK contact channel four

Thank you JS

Thank you

FOG Three Two Great Falls Center advisory Minot
Approach Control radar is out of service did you wish to
go over to Approach Control now

Stand by Center

Great Falls Center FOG Three Two can go to Approach
Control now

Roger radar service terminated contact Minot Approach
Control two seven one point three over

Two seven one point three

Great Falls Minot

Sector three

Our surveillance radar is on the air
All right JS

GT




0852

ZGT ARTCC

FOG 32

ZGT ARTCC

0852

FOG Three Two Great Falls Center you should be on Minot
Approach Control frequency now your ident was observed
and (unintelligible) their surveillance radar is back in
service now over

FOG Three Two roger (unintelligible) Minot thank you

Roger

*This portion of the recording is not entirely clear but this rep&ghm’&the
best interpretation possible under the circumstances.




700 32

1.

. Misssapelis Canter JUG threse twe over

7OC thres two Mimdeapelis repert reeching maincain flight lewel
thred three sere, ars yeu going £o meke a left tura owt of the

 formetiem

Thet's affirm and ah theres twe is requesting sh pregent peeition
direst to the Duluwth sere aight sere (slash)® ces hamdred / '

thres tws clesred te saintain flight level thres thres sare
‘the restricted ares is not opan wutil ows ssxe past the
entthnr fiftess simwtse ever.

i

Beger wnderstand thras tiwes sere and wilco en the ethar

JOR thres tyo regex

NG thwres twe Nisssspelis squuwk tuws one aste sers aevmal plesss

L LD L O




2.
aanle

700 32 Misssspelis Canter FOC thwes twe flight lavel thres three
mere tzve airspesd thres aime ssre

ne G three two Mimmsapolis Comtar roger squewk idemt.
708 32 w".

oy FO8 three twe Lin rader contsct.

Y00 32 Regar

Lt ol 4 L o o Lo

‘798:32 Mimsispelis Osater FOG thres bwe ever

4

e FOG three twe go sheed

- 708 33. Reger tryisg te esatact Blws Bettle e ah thres sixty fowr
twe sh negative wender {f you esuld give them o
tham Sxy sentset we over

oy

WA I PN S

Misnsopelis ernter JOC thres twe
268 three twve Mimmsapelis go aheed

S e . L h




708 32 Ak Reger, FOC three two sh request flight plam change
o 708 three two g shead

700 32 FOC three twe ie requesting from the Duluth sero fiwe five
‘slash one ons four te go direet Fargo VORTAC with an KZA of
saro four sere fewr ever

¢ - Ah FOG three twe say again what VORTAC you wish to go te
over

P0G 32 Ah we wish to go to Orand Ferks VORTAC

. Roger wnderstand the sh to Gread Forks, Gramd Porks VORTAC
and the FTA is sexe fewr merc four are you going ‘to proceed
then direct te Minet ever.

sh b nquutm a dalay approximatsly sn
snd Pexks’ for pemstration sh then climb
ing direc : num

change your sstimated tims of orrtni at nll at
1f mot you cen request yowr dolw at ab lppro.cblng
']

: m” FOG thxes tve g

| - 32: Ah Reger ah we copied !;'c- l:h n.re uv- five oluh ons one

n! FUG three twe Mimmsepolie Canter Roger




706 32

G 32

706 32

- 108 32

GLUT 52

4.

eAGCResaewes

YOG thres two Mimmeapolie centsr we have lost radar cemtect,
contact Ninnsapolis cemter now on two ninar sero point five,
if your change {a flight plan will ah altar youwr estimmted
your astimatad time of arrival back at Minot please advies
tha centsr ou that freqpuncy ever

Ah Roger three two

rTeneconeene e

Minnsapolis Center JOC three two
(GLUT)* three two go ahead

Roger wa're at flight lsvel three thres serv-we're revising
£light plan sod time 4f you will stand by for about five
sinutes we will give you up to date muuff on the stuff.

Ah GLUT five two roger understand you what altituds you
requesting

FOC threa two flight lewvel three three rere mow

Ah GIUT five two roge: descended and maintain fliight lewel
three threa sere /

Nelle Numaapolis this is GLUT five two was that for uws ovar
GLUT five two wers you requesting three three sero.

Ah mgative wa're (n a block three nine fowr one sere cver.




CLET 32

POG 32

3.

GLNT five two roger mmintain ths bleck altitwde thres
nine mere through four ems 2ere.

Reger five twe.

‘P03 three twe Mimmsapelis Center did yeu call

Ah rogar abowt mere fiwe sero five ZUlu.

706 three twe reger.

L g 11 U1 7 L

&k YO0 three tvo ah how will that effect youwr EIA for Mimet

Ak voger wu will bu arriving st Mimet abewt am beuc aad forty
?i.-h:M of time and then we will be delaying their

P0G thres two roger,




7068 32

700G 32

y0G 32

- B - -

POG thres twe what is yowr estimats for Crand Ferks.

Ah roger Mimnmespelis ah FOG three two setimating GCremd
Yorks ssro {eur ssreo thres.

FOG three two roger and you'll plan to depart there at zero
five sero five.

Ah megative I'm serry sske thet sero eix sero five.

Roger.

70C three twe comtast Minnmspelis Center two six uiner poiat
six over.

Two six nimer psist eix.

Ninssapelis Conter FOGC three twe.

Adreraft calling Mismsapolis Centsr ssy agaie.

Nimmsapolis Centar FOC thres twe flight lavel threes three
20T .




BEI

708 32

P0G 32

¥0G ‘32

e n

7.
P0G thres two flight lavel three three zaro.

700G thres twe Mimmsapelis Cunter what kin’ of a delsy will
you be Tequesting at Qrand Forkse.

FOC three twe will ba requesting a two howr delay in
the Gramd Yorks ares ens hour of which will be at sltitwds
over.

Ah roger fifty nswtical mils radius satisfactorily.
Thats affirm.

Ab roger request yowr mileage frem Red River new.
Ah P00 three twe s presently fifty ninm miles out.
Rogur.

/

- - e @ -

P00 three two Mimmsapelis.
FOG three two ge.

FOG- thres two cleared to fly & fifty msutical wile radiue

of the Jad R’/ver tacam present time wntil xeroc sin tero
five maintain bleck altiteds £light lawel two two sero
through flight level two four mero descend pillots discretion

Rogar wderstand three two




yo8 32

yOC 32

Minmespolis Ceater FOU thres two leaving flight level

‘thres three sero £or two two 8ero.

70G three two roger.

socecccswewe

Ah Mionaspolis ah FOQ thres twe just wenting a VOR RDR YOR
snd we're at flight level two threa operating betwean two
twe pere and two four assro.

770G thres twe rogar and sre you going to shoot any approaches
in about an hour.

In about sn howr yas eir.

Roger adviee ma sbout five minutas bnfore yeu wish to start,

L Ll o L L T T Y )

And TG three twe what will be your requested altiteds back
to Minet after you ecomplate your air work,

Misneapolis FOC three two you were blocked out by another
traasuission eay agaim.

P0G thras two what will be your regquested altitude back to

- Minot -after completion of your sir work,

Roger wa can go back at two four zaro




yO8 32

6 32

yOG 32

ma 32

9.

Ah themk you,

Ll LD A LD 4 L 24

708 threa twe Minmespolis.

Go shead Mioneapolis three twe.
/ ah roger three two.

70G three two c¢ould you give us & radie check on two eight
eight point five pleses.

Roger two eight eight point five.

Mimmsapolis Center FOG three two

F0G three twe go aheed.

Abh roper three two would like to lesve two two for flight
level twe sere and make & YOR approech to Orand Porks.

POG thres two i cleared to the Grand Forks WOR descend
and meaintain £flight lsvel two sere sero go ahead.

Ah roger.

And JUOG three two whats yowr distance snd direction from




10,

o Roger make that the Red River VOR via direct flight
lavel two sero sero end gh how far out and whet is yowr
direetion from Rad River and ah er Red River YOR now.

FOC 32 1I'n presently turning sutbousd in ths holding pattern
over the Rad River.

e 7OG thres twe veger.

700 32 Ve're lesving flight leval twe two for twe saro now

e FOC three twn Mimmsapolis.
FO8 32 Roger ittunsapolie FOG thres two

o 70C theos two contast Oraund Forks spprosch comtrol thres
three niner point ows now.

708 32 Roger three three nimar peint oms.

| o Control

GFE APC Crend Forks how abewt if I clasr FOG thirty twe to Minot
sirport direet !n.hr. level twe four 'S8T0 preposed of! :t
twenty five.

e Sounds 1iks & wiomer end put kim right over om:two sixty
aine sim



LY XTI L S v L L L o

Minmsspolis

Gcand Yorks l"nuh eontrol

Ve dlew it b

Yup FOS thirty twe em the go at wenty eeves.

Twonty saves.

'&?.

nxmnmmmxmmumm

All right eir fine.

Roal fine thank you




12.
F0G 32 Miomeapolis Center FOG three two.
e 00 three twe report reading flight level two fowr ssre.
708 32 Ah roger out of cvs four fer two four.
210130
i z‘”.‘ 1 :
700 32 Ah Mimmsapolie FUG three twe level two four zero.
e Duited one five seven whet is yowr distance from Sioux Falls.

WA 157  Oh twanty wmiles.

ae Uaited one five ssven redsr comtact.

WA 137  Theok you,

g 700 theee two is that report i{s that two four sero
08 )2 Affirn

DF  70G thres twe ==== FOG thres two contact sh Great Falls -
Canter ou thres ene nime point ooa at thres five., . -

g i A

OB 32 Thres eue nine owe #¢ thres five.

® This pertion of the recording is sot entirely clear, but tiie -
. repressnts ths best interpretation pcssible undar ‘the circumstances.




AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT TRANSCRIPTION - MINOT APPROACH CONTROL
B-52H SERIAL NUMBER: 60-027 CALL SIGN: FOG 32

Approx
0842Z

0847:20

0847:452.

Frequency 271,3

RAPCON: Go ahead

Great Falls Center: I have FOG 32 now descending to twenty
thousand proceeding north bound to the Deering VOR, I'll give
you a handoff on him now.

RAPCON: Our radar isn't up yet.

Great Falls Center: It isn't up yet, Okay.

RAPCON: No

Great Falls Center: Well, I will wait until he is ready to make
an approach and I'll (Terminate him) to your control on contact

then.

RAPCON: Okay contact channel four.

‘Great Falls Center: Thank you DS.

RAPCON: MK

Great Falls Center instructed FOG 32 to contact Minot Approach
Control. FOG 32 acknowledged and immediately switched

frequencies.
€

FOG 32: Minot Approach Control FOG 32 over.

RAPCON: FOG 32 this is Minot Approach Control, hear you loud :
and clear, how me?

“FOG 32: I hear you loud and clear. 1s there any chance of getting

a GCA for five o'clock?

RAPCON: FOG 32, roger, how soon did you say yo(z would be
penetrating ?

FOG 32: We would like to penetrate on the hour and we would like "

get a GCA here, touch and go there but we can work- the- GCA in
later if it would be better for you all,

RAPCON: FOG 32 roger, be advised that our surveillance radar -
is off the air at this time and the precision radar is scheduled to

go off at four o'clock. However, we will hold it off so you can

get in your approaches until you no longer need the precision radar.
Latest Minot weather is VFR, wind two zero zero degrees at three,
the altimeter 3018, runway in use 29, over.




FOG 32: Roger understand, we will get ourself to the outer marker
for 29 and take a precision approach, at about, or as scon as we can
get there after four o'clock. It will be about twelve minutes after
the hour.

RAPCON: FOG 32 roger and our radar should be our surveillance
radar should be up at four o'clock so we will be able to give you
vectors around the pattern and since you no longer need the preci- .
sion radar we will take it off the air.

FOG 32: Okay, fine, all we nced is one GCA and we will get it

first and then we will take vectors around the ILS, wé need a, we ¥
are going to do a practice six engine approach and, well, whatever - f§
else is left and make full stop at five o'clock. ‘ (

RAPCON: FOG 32, roger, and be advised the ILS is off the air
now, it is scheduled to be off the, correction, it is off the air for
about three weeks and if you want to go on using ‘the‘l_;‘p:re‘cision
radar I can give you all the precision approaches you can have,

FOG 32: Roger, I knew about the ILS. I forgot there for a mi_nute.‘v
We've been over to Grand Forks uh getting all this stuff. - We got
everything but one GCA over there so we will work something out
with you when we get down there but I do need one GCA pretty bad.
RAPCON: FOG 32, roger, you are cleared for a VOR penetration
and approach to runway 29 and I will give you radar vectors as
£oon as our radar comes up after four o'clock for a precision
approach to runway 29.

FOG 32: Roger, roger, we'll report out of twenty.

RAPCON: FOG 32, roger.

Controller conversation with Radar maintenance man over ixitercom.

RAPCON FOG 32, our surveillance has just come back up on the

= .Controller-random-conversatiomrinr-dackground,

air;—feor—rader—identificatiomresquawk ident, Tver:

RAPCON: FOG 32, roger, radar contact four and one half mxles
to the northwest of the airport.

RAPCON: FOG 32, be advised that our maintenance p’érsonnel
have decided not to take the radar, the precision radar tomght 80
we can furnish you with all the precisions you want.

FOG 32: Roger, thank you, 32,

s

FOG 32: Approach, wha;@'iis, the altimeter setting please.

&



0900:16

0900:252

© . 0900:502

" 0901:042

.0901:542

--back out, bring himback areund, shoot him ot in, bring him back-

RAPCON: FOG 32, roger, altimeter 3017, wind now 170 degrees
at two.

FOG 32: 3017 roger out.

Controller random conversation

Over TVOR., If 5 miles from VOR when pilot calls out of 20, 000.
FOG 32: Minot approach

RAPCON: FOG 32 calling Minot?

RAPCON: FOG 32 check altimeter 3017 report passing six
thousand, over.

FOG 32: Roger, 32, understand six thousand.
FOG 32: Minot approach, FOG 32 out of twenty.
RAPCON: FOG 32, roger.

RAPCON: FOG 32, understand you are requesting a VOR penetra-
tion with a precision final approach this time around. Is that
corw;lect?

FOG 32: Rog, GCA this touch and go, Yeah.

RAPCON: FOG 32, roger report reaching three thousand two
hundred, over,

FOG 32. Roger.

RAPCON Controller Conversation:

The first one will be a low approach,

Another low approach I imagine.

Clear him for a touch and go then.

I didn't know. I didn't catch it.

I think I'll see if this guy wants figure eights.

Wind 170 degrees at two just bring him in this-ruriway, bring him

out, around, PAR, ASR, PAR, ASR. Practice on both runways,
think he will go for it?

I don't think so.

Why? I can always ask him, might as well,

Not the VOR, Yeah.

RAPCON: FOG 32, Minot Approach Control. This will be a
vector to the precision final runway 29, fly heading 275, maintain
three thousand two hundred.



0906:41Z

0906:46Z

,0907:082

10907:10Z

10907:322

RAPCON: FOG 32, if no transmissions are received for one minute
during vectors or five seconds on final approach, take over visually
if unable cleared a straight-in VOR approach.

RAPCON: FOG 32, turn right heading two niner zero, maintain
three thousand two hundred final approach one five miles East
Southeast of airport,

RAPCON: (To Tower): Okay, FOG 32 for a touch and go runway
29,

Impact.
RAPCON: FOG 32 Minot

RAPCON: FOG 32 Minot Approach Control if you hear me squawk
ident.

RAPCON: FOG 32, Minot radar contact lost continue with a
straight in VOR approach, over.

RAPCON: (To Tower): Hey do you see this FOG 32 out there
anywhere.

TOWER: No, I don't see him but man there is - - right off the
approach end of runway 29, it looks like about, oh, about ten miles
maybe, a flame, you wouldn't believe.

RAPCON: Hey, thats FOG 32, he just crashed.

TOWER: Are you kidding me ?

RAPCON: No, I'm not.

TOWER: Are you sure?

RAPCON: Yes, I am, I just lost radar contact.

TOWER: Okay, I'llcall ~~------

RAPCON: FOG. 32 Minot Approach Control

Command Post: Sgt (Weeder)

RAPCON: Yes, uh we just, I believe we just had one of your air-
craft crash, FOG 32 (32) 14 miles off the end of the runway.

TOWER: Approach.

RAPCON: Yes
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A mighty fortress of the skies, plung-
ing through the dark night above North
Dakota, carried four Minot Air Force
Base men to their deaths today only
minutes away from what was to have
4 been the end of Just nnother routine

- AN 113 103 (01 M
ek Two members of the six-crew para- -_bom!
chuted to safety before the.B-52 bomber
of the 5th Bomb Wing at the base 7
crushed and burned on the Carl Swarts

wowt-farm—about-10-miles northeast—o

t RoONT PAGE

-craflt and Maj.

” Parachute Safely Out
 Over Surrey F armyard

vors as First Lt. Ronald Hortter, 28, Cape
Girardeau, Mo, co-pilot of the stricken
Jerry W. Jamison, 35,
Forest Gity, Mo., radar navigator. Both
men are married and live on base. Each
_has two childrén. *
sut7of the

“The two reportedly g
bomber at_an_altitude ol about 3,200

T Other p-reurr} appea' on Page 10T
feet. Thev were taken to John Moses
Air Force' Hospital for checkups. One

Minot.
It was understood that three or four

sallered anm €.00wW Mury.
Names of the dead were not released
pending natification of kun.

Ten=actuatty jompeTorwereTwrenied
from the eight-engine bomber, but chutes
_of only two opened in time.

Base o!flcmls ldentlhed the survi-

._..._K.mLuphln it — but Pete Mas-
10] of ‘Minot was a visibly shaken man

because he had seen it happen in his
dreams. Mastel set down his oxporlmc-
. In these words:

my mother’s home i Ipswich. S. D. It

the doors on my car prior to retiring for
the night. While on the back porch, I
% ; heard a roar tomlng from’the southwest.
* Lookifig In that direction, 1 saw s glant
plane, its wings on {ire. heading north-
east, loﬂnq altitude upldly. As (ho

red molun metal in the plcluro sbove. Pldun by Robert

1 of . Petry—of-TheNews. - ..
v % . *,

*
e e s nn ok

lg;SUB—ITd . £ ?;1:1

Y—-OUTtH-

k Him nght Out Of Bed

“Then I figured it had to be a plane of some -
sort. It seemed the only thing it could be.
. - % . Standing on his porch in- his underwear,-Swart-
Sirrey area farmer, was Stll © wout debated what he should do, reacted swiftly by i
y when he made that statement .. runmnz back instde and grabbing the,phone! k
circumstances surrounding the “Somebody was on it . . . 1 just butted in and told
Force Base B~52 bomber on his - them a plane had crashed at my place,” he said.

“1 don’t even know who 1 was talking to. I never
afsed, just gave them the message.”.

- All this time, Swartwout sajd he ke {ng e
mﬁlﬁ' T Trash plrmon_! from the mormlly wounded _bomber and ™
u.” he said_ “It really shook the . watched the sheet of flame in his farmyard. -
nt out of bed, it did.” “It was only about 300 feet from the house . . ..
t sure what had happ«ned He maybe 400 feet away, that's all. So nm[ it geemed,
dow and saw a pillar of flame . yoli'could almost: réach out and touch.it."
«ghts raced through his mind. -Bwartwout, who has lived in the \urrov area*
we thought of flying saucers or  for many decades, admitted hewas “scared.” 1

tarmer indicated. He coukln’t re-
iis feelings really were., |, - DL e FMN[-I‘RHM LS HIS nonnnn—r.ge ?

1 ... 1 walked out on my porch
41 didn't know what to do or

8 _day¥, Swartwout said he will
en{ early this morhing Whén he
otaterty

* kK

Mmoter Saw It Happen
" In His Dream

when he heard of today’s bomber crash, -

. plosions . . .
o “As 1 recall the dream. 1 was at -

_ was late at night and I went out to lock |

L)Lpun ShHEt!TT Ed SOTITS, Wiio WHS i
at a truck otop early this morning, saw

~ 7/ a
See BASE BOMBER CRAHSES—Page 27~
e S
* k *

plane circled, 1 ncognhod 1t as a B-S2
bomber. I contlousd to watch and it
crashed Just north of town. [ saw a blg
ball of {ire and heard several ex-

= That ended Mustel's dnun_ Fully
awake. he snapped on the light and no-
ticed it was 4:20 am,

He didn't know it at the time, but
about 10 miles awdy from where ha was
sleening a B-52 bomber had crashed at
about 4 a.m.

Maatol hesrd of the Minot crnh
about 7:30 a.m. -




T AT . Aerial view a2 loft by Robert Petry shows

all that remained of crashed bamber. At right 1s the tall tssembly, largest singis piece i

..4 4
. How Intense hest was {rom the fire !ht! devoured
~— - {he B-52 bomber. is shown by the solldified streams of

* ok Kk ,'f*,* *

. Potry of The News.

’ “‘\.{an Ill tell you ... I walked out on my porch
in my underwear and 1 didn’t know what to do or
whxch .way to go-. [y

Y Carl Swartwout, Surrey area farmer was still -
shaken up emotionally when he made that statement
today, relating the circumstances surrounding the
crash of a Mmot Air Force Base B-52 bomber on his
! farm.
o’ To the end, of his days, Swartwout saxd he will
" “remember that moment early this morning when he
as rousettromstery hvxhn sound ofaterrite crazh’ ™
. “Man, T'll tell you,” he sald. [t reslly shook the

house. Shook me right out of bed, it did.”

“-glanced out the window and saw a pillar of flame
~and oll sorts of thoughts raced through his mind.

H . He may even have thought of flying saucers or
..nuclear warfdré, the farmer indicated. He couldn’t re-’
. member just what-his feelings reailty were., | -

molten metal in the plcture above, Picture by Hobert .

: pi Sound}y~U ntil-Explosio
~Almost Shook Him Right Out Of Bed

Swartwout -wasn't sure what had happened. He
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el of Minot was [ vblbly shaken man
when be heard of today’s bomber crash.
because he had seen it happen in his
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dreams. Mastel set down his oxp-rhncv ball of "": and
. In these words: plodom‘ cad
“As 1 recall the dream. 1 was at - That ended M

awake, hs sns
ticed ft was 420
He didn't kno
about 10 miles aw:
sleepjng a B-52 bx
about ¢ a.m.
Mastel heard
about 7;30 a.m.

-my mother’s home in Ipswich, S. D. It
was late at night and I went out t3 lock
the doors on my car prior to retiring for
the night. While on the back porch. I
.. beard a roar coming from the southwest.
‘Looking in that directlon. | saw s giant
plane, itd wings on fire. heading north-
east, losing aititude rapldly. As the

> ¥ ¥

“Then ! figured it had to be a plane of some:
sort. It seemed the only thing it could be.

. Standing ,on lus porch in his underwear, Swart-
_wout debated what he should do, reacted swiftly by
running back inside and grabbiag the phone.’ .

“Somebody was on it ... I just butted in and totd
lhem a plane had crashed at my place,” he said. ad
“1 don’t even know who | was !alkmg to. | never
_ asxed, Just gave thern the message.” -
All this time, Swartwout said he kept h
y\mmns from the morlallv wotlndcd'borntmr
wut(hﬁ! the sheet of flame in hig farmyvard.
“It was onlv about 300 feet from the house . . .*
mavybe Y00 feet away, that's all. So near, it seemed,
you could almaost reach out and touth .it.”
Swartwout, who has Jived in the qurrov area’

for many «hcmtev mlnunf-d he was “scared.” 1
tT 3
See FARMER, REcaiLs ms HORROR—Page 1 - This hols was



” Farmer Reca"s Horror

as_ Griggs
¢ for & pum-
4 also served
galatare. He

5 younger
Swenson  not-
' bave s buggy
but -just _any
yuld do It hod
d hosse: She
or” drives ‘and’
me into exist-
for a ride in
-dally* — 51
“mother™a” 758~
has said ‘this
birthday.' But
¢ has been |
Stowmagn Add—

r'\ *
orTo
- Her—|

P YO R S Page 1y - .

-l 1 remember grabbmg a cup o( cof!ee but Il tell

you ] had an awful hard time getting it down,
Seemed like my hand just wouldn't _quit shak-

Not 100 long ‘affer that first 2wesome éxplosion,
Sw:nwout heard a rap on his door, opened it and
corlfronted the two survivors of the crash.

“They just walked in and they, seemed to be a'll
] Aright although one had -a bad elbow,” the-farmer taid.

After that, Air Force officials and investigators
“arrived and \vreckage of the burn g craft was cor-

in

doned off.
. Swartwout remlmed near h
¢+ *“No,”

hou.se
he sald, “I didn’t go out-there. I'm fum:y
that way, | guess, ahout seeing such lhlmp-

4; m T)m

= FRiOct 4
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(Continued fror Page 1)

and estimated time of the crash about
4:12_p.m. He reached the scene within
15 minutes, A galesman; Ladd Willough-
by, traveling from Grand Forks to Mon-
tana, also. was attracted by the fire
and drove to the area. ‘He. was near
"Granville when he spdited the flames.

Soltls said one crew member, who
it appeared had tried to bail out, was
lying on the ground some distance from
the wreckage. He found a weak pulse in
the man, rushed back to his car to radio
for help, but when.he returned found
the man had died.

“Swartwout said the plane plunged
into the ground about 4 a.m. around 400
~feet from his farm home. The survivors
walked into the hause a short time later,

What caused Yhe-crash of the $8
million bomber, one of about 15 stationed
at the base, is not known. Air Force In-~
vestigattrs went to the scene immediate-
.1y and cordoncd off the blazing wreck-
age.

At the time of tbe mishap, the bom-
ber was on its fina) approach 1o the base,
1t had been making what base officials

“from 1hé Bum[ng wreckage ~sware of U\e Tire's mtenslty by the mol—{ oS

ten metal in the wreckage.

* They also noted that the crash cov-
ered a comparntlvely small area. - - |

Due to arrive st Minot AFB today”
was Maj. Gen. Edward M. Niehols, vice
commander of the 15th Alr*Force, who
is stationed at March AFB, Calif. -

Gen. Nichols headed 1he investiga-
tion into the ctash of a tanker at
base last January.

Bast spokesmen n:d Col. M.~
Garner, vice commander. of lho 5th
Bomb Wing, is temporarily in charge of -
a 40-member investigative team but that
a' full colonel from another as yet un--
named base, will arrive later todny to
take permanent charge.

_. . 'The roishap followed by'nbout nine
months a sgaring KC-133 aérial tanker
crash on the base itself on.Jan. 17 of
this vear which accounted for 13 lives.

In that mishap, the tanker, based at
March AFB in alltorpin plunged oft
the runway while taking off in heavy
fog and burhed.

Killed instantly {n the tanker disas-
ter were 12 men, including Maj. Cen,

m’ﬂ%“?ﬁﬁﬁn Thight
req:

“ake

'Y (AP) ~ Nne
Swenson's first
a8 she 0p-’
1oMb - Mirthday -
Ulllsm L Guy.
r's ‘office said
sent o cake to
~1bé — slate’s/ |-

_—and_her hus. |
ho died in 19)8,

3 the siate.

. pperates ‘the .
vesr Hanpaford -
oy Albert lver
3 K
ters, YClara
3. 1'qyry. Rlow.

“ sy spokesm here sppas
to be nothing wrong {he homb«r made
" its approach. It wes on the radar uupcs
_at the base and everything was norrasl.

© 7" Then suddenly lhe %ane vanished ”

Charl:l
3 Lliam

“‘Wright was found alive I the wreckage”
and lingered for 10 days before dying o
))urnl and other injuries.

Today's crash was the [ifth_of base
planes since the installation was acti-
vated more-than-a’-decade—agn.—Pre--

-lmm the. scopes.
The officisls nuo emphasized there
were no nuclear weapons or weapons of
my other kind aboard.
It was understood that crew ‘mem-
bers noted something wrong just an in
sjant before the plane began its death
drive from looking at thelr gauges and
the pilot gave the “bail out” signal.
e bomber was said to have plum-
ineted tdward The ground &l an_ angle |

1 - {lames,. leadmg to speculation there may
have been a fuel leak.
Explosions ripped apart, the gant
"~ behemoth ofthe skies after the impact

Valley CHy,,

,:ky on the lonely farmiysrd. *
Heporters, who. reu.iud‘lh scene
i early morming  darkness, became
. '

‘and a pillar- of flames lit up the mbh!_
‘"of the fighter squadron killed when hi§’

viously, four planes of the 5th Fighter-
Interceptor Squadron went down, carry-
ing pilots to their deaths. .
Victims of-those- mishaps were: ™
Capt. Wayne D. Wendt,. 29, killed
when his F-106 crashed whlle lnnding on
Oct. 3, 1963.

Capt. Ronald A. }{ocker, 29, kjlled"4
when a jet trainer serving as

~ship for’ !nl:r:&ors plunged into

Dée. 11,
Capt, .‘nllu*D Rlchardson 33 vie-,
lim ot an.F-106-crash in a Yield south.’
west of Bismarck on Dec. 19, 1963.
Col. John H. Fowler, 42, commander

F-106 hut the ground near (.urpm on Oct.

target |
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Soturdoy, October 5 1968

Minot Noﬂh Dokotu, 58701

ek ek et

~John Love

berUA. Taft, left to ‘Hight.”
" tollows round, -

Humphrey s

.May'’s
&
» Tough

wnde  noe
nown, ,

For LeMay's central polit)-
2-mllitary philosophy is 1n
wber truth basically bomb-

ever fteally

ap) Ing_such
v Goidwater look like timar-

A8 pacifista, 1t s quite obvi-
us, of course, that some of
Vallace'a. growing . conatiin.

0 -~ man lwmimlng
bolrd headed by Col, John P,
Couch, formerly stationed at
L Minot Alr Force Base, started
Wity be today of s B-32

that took the lives of ©
(m'r men,

Wreckage of tha “eight.en..
ﬂm 3 milon plane re
malined under guard on the
Cart Swartwout (arm about 10
miles northeast of Minot, The
plane, assigned to the ¥h
Bomb Wing st Minot AFR,*
crashed in flames early Fri.
day morning while returning
from a routine training flight,

Killed in the disaster wnre
Ll Col. Charle 10, P'oole, 40,
instructor N{\Hn( Maj, {.aue

“rence A, MeQurk, a4, pllot;
|T.5gt. Ronald E. Blazina, 33

nnér and Sgt. Louis E
le, 24
Two of the slx men aboard,

First Lt Ronald llortter, 28,
co-pilot, and Maj. Jerry W.

managed to parachute to safe-
ty. They reportedly bailed out
around 3,200 feet after the
pilot had given orders to aban-
don ship.

unknown and base officials re

muller‘ e reporl wan there
“may have been a penerating
fnilura that shut off some aof
the engines,

Col, Covch arrlved from 1sth
“Mle ‘Force headquarters at

head up the Investigation.- He
18 deputy chief of ataff to the
comptroller of the 15th AFB,
of which the Minot base is 2
‘member,

Base officials, In their re-
leases. on the crash, said the
152 had been on an Instru.
ment training f1ight. Two regu.
lar members of the crew, the
electronica  warfare  offlcer
and the navigator, were tat
! shoard. The officiale noted 1t

Ia roajtine for extra passengers

to fly shoard hombers on

such training Mighta,
The flight was apparently
. normal throughout unti} the
hombcr started into Its f{inal

Couse of the crash lg stilt |

fused to_speculate upon . the

Mar¢h AFB in Californla to .

'1ldféﬁ Le

trouble, Weﬂ!y it vanlshed
~“from tite scopes. ~
Survivors of the crash were
taken to John Moses ‘Air Foree
Hospital for checkups but ap-
parenﬂ{ did not sustzin any
major injuries. . They walked

_.into Swartwoul’a tarmhouse to

use his telephone and notify
authorities of the dusaster al.
ter parachuting down,

ree of the crash vietlms.

were married and left eight

Jamison, 33, radac-navigator, . B

i -\"‘l‘

_¢hildren, Co\o wu ] llnF\e
“man and 18 survived by
mother, Mra, Pauline Cole of
Tahlequah, Okla.

Col. Podle i survived by
his wife ~and four children,
Charles, Marilyn, Donald and
Caroline, living at Eastham,
Masa, One of the daughters
war hamecoming quean  at
Hyan Iligh s couple of years

8go.
Surviving Maj. McQuirk are

itee A
b bl d e

s g

_hia wife and tm’)( _children,
¢

Laurcnce Jr, and Kevin while
Sgt. Blarina left a wife and
two children, Dewn and Susan
Lee. All survivors live at the
base, . .

Cal. Poole entered the Alr
Force on Sept, 17, 1041 and
flew 26 combl misdlona dur.
ing World War 1l In the Eu-
ropean theater of operations.

Ma). McQuirk first served
as an enlisted man after start-
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._Minot Air Base B-52. -
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- ing bla metvice career in Jane

uary of 1951. He was com-
mlssioned an officer two years
Iater, was {n Korea during

. 195458 and in the Philippines

from 1964-63. »

Sgt. Blazina had more than

13 years in uniform dating
fram March 19, 1083, fle was
a former KC-133 tanker crew
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ney ahares this aimple
iew of how best to defend
nd to forward American in-
eresis on this globe.
What=tr-not 30~ obvious but™
v neverlholess wertuily
real, however, {a thst anoth.
v and p larger sectlon of the
Vallace vote I happy to ac-
‘ept talk of sither-or solutlona
for such mnttera an Vielnam
hut 18 by no means ready to

sccopt ail  the implications
and dangers of such an ap-
progch,
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Abortlon Refused--Couple
110,000 Award -

NEW  YORK (AP) — A
Tirookiyn couple won $110.000
In damagen Friday from a
haapital that refused. to per-
torm an abortion on the wile,
who later gnve bhirth to  a
physieally anit mentally han-

divappt child.
* wmhl'n were “n}wl

_ Islam] College

4, 1003, tatally denl, partial
ly blind, mentally retarded
and ppastic, and with a de-
fective henrt,

The defendant in Rrooklyn
Supreme Court was  Long
Hospital .
Nrooklyn, whore Mrs. Stew.
S0 hpe -mzu'l unsucenasfufly

Bhaiitiee o The

in .

e German measlen which
could injure the unbarn child,

In their $30.000 suit, the
couple charged the heaplital
with malpractice and negll.
gence on two counta ~ flafl-
ure to perform the abortion,

and..(allure to advise - Mre. — oo

Stewart of the danger of con’
unu!ng her progoncey s to

ey
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